
 Globally we now discover only 1 barrel of 

oil for every 6 that we use. 

 Oil is a finite resource. Its production is 
starting to decline but demand keeps on 

rising, pushing prices up. 

 Peak oil is about the end of cheap and 
plentiful oil which has fuelled the growth of 
industrial economies and made our modern 

high-energy lives possible. 

 Besides transport and heating, our food is 
currently heavily dependent on oil and 
gas - for fertilisers and pesticides, irrigation, 

storage and distribution. 

 When the price of oil goes up, so does 
the price of food. Both will keep on rising, 

as will the environmental cost. 

Peak Oil Climate Change 

 Climate change is already effecting our 
lives, and changes are happening faster 

than many climate scientists have predicted. 

 Climate change is altering weather pat-
terns, causing increased frequency and 
intensity of extreme weather, such as flash 
floods, freeze-ups, prolonged droughts, 
heat waves, hurricanes and tropical 

storms. 

 The Earth has gone through many cycles of 
warming and cooling in its history, but it is 

the current rate of warming that is alarming. 

 Release of carbon dioxide, methane and 
nitrous oxide from burning fossil fuels, de-
forestation, changes in land use, mining, 
agriculture and livestock production is a 
major cause of the global warming that is 

causing climate change. 

The good news is that many of the solutions for 
climate change will also address the threats 
from peak oil - and vice versa. While much needs 
to be done at international and national levels, 
there is a lot we can and have to do here in 
Worcester to reduce our fossil fuel use. For exam-

ple: 

 localise food production: by creating urban 
gardens and community orchards, more allot-

ments, better support for local farmers 

 plan energy descent: how do we make the 
transition from a high energy consumption 
Worcester to a low energy one? We can cut 
energy and carbon emissions while improving 
standards of living and save people money 
through better insulation and other energy sav-

ing measures 

 decentralise energy infrastructure: where 
feasible develop local renewable energy pro-

jects 

 support local business and suppliers, result-

ing in more jobs in Worcestershire. 

Join the Transition 

We must prepare 
Worcester for the future 



We are joining the national Transition Towns 
initiative: started in Kinsale, Ireland and Totnes, 
Devoné now spread to Bristol, Nottingham, Mal-
vern Hills even Ambridge in the Archers, and 

many more. 

 This is a grass-roots initiative. We want crea-
tive, practical ideas and involvement from 

everyone in Worcester and surrounding areas 

 We want to create local solutions to im-
prove the quality of life by gradually moving 
Worcester to a sustainable, low-carbon life-

style and economy 

What kind of future do YOU want for 
Worcester? Would you like to make 
positive changes to the present to en-
joy a sustainable future? Join us! 

ñA future without oil could be bet-
ter than the present if we use our 
imagination and think creatively.ò 
 
Rob Hopkins 

Contact us 

For more information and/or to get involved: 

 email  sarah.evans@worcester.gov.uk  

 phone  01905 722056 
 
We can give FREE presentations on Climate 
Change, Peak Oil and Transition to other 
groups. If your company, community, 
church, school, student group or association 
would be interested, please get in touch. 

More Information 

Visit our website: 
http://www.transitionworcester.org.uk 
 
Visit our Google Group: 
http://groups.google.com/group/transition-
worcester 
 
For information on the transition movement: 
http://www.transitiontowns.org; 
The Transition Handbook: From Oil Dependency 
to Local Resilience, by Rob Hopkins, Green 
Books 
 
For information on Peak Oil: 
http://www.peakoil.net 
 
For information on Climate Change: 
Carbon Detox, by George Marshall, Gaia, or 
http:/www.carbondetox.org 

WHAT KIND OF FUTURE DO YOU 
WANT FOR WORCESTER? 
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TAKE PART IN DEVELOPING LOCAL 
SOLUTIONS TO PEAK OIL AND  

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

 
Part of the 


