Spring 2022

Newsletter
for Worcester
allotment holders

Welcome to our first quarterly newsletter
for allotment holders in Worcester
As this is the first edition, we welcome feedback from tenants on what they would
like to see in it for the future. If you have something you’d like to share - tips, photos,
stories, or something you want to promote or advertise - please get in touch by emailing
allotments@worcester.gov.uk or write to:
Allotment Officer
Worcester City Council
Warndon Depot
Pershore Lane
Worcester
WR4 0AA
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RHS Malvern Spring Show
at the Three Counties Show
Ground

Gardeners World Live at
National Exhibition Centre

8-14 t
Augus

Allotments Week –
National Allotment Society
– Bugs, Bees and Broccoli

Malvern Autumn Show
at Three Counties Show
Ground

Worcester Show at
Pitchcroft
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Bugs, Bees and Broccoli, 8-14 August 2022
Our National Allotments Week theme for 2022 is an acknowledgement of the importance of
gardening with nature in mind. An allotment plot is a complex web of plants, micro-organisms,
fungi, insects and animals that not only produces food but also supports eco-system services
such as pollination and offers a refuge for wildlife in urban areas.
Further details are available at - National Allotments Week 2022 – The National Allotment Society
– National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners Ltd (nsalg.org.uk)

Water supply on allotment sites
The water supply to allotment sites is currently in progress and is expected to be
completed by Monday 11 April. If there are any issues on-site these will be logged by
the contractor and repairs will be completed once all sites have been switched on.

Water is a precious resource, so please use it considerately.
•
•
•
•
•

The best time to water your crops is in the evening or very early morning.
Where possible please use water butts and consider the use of drainage guttering, feeding 		
into water storage butts, for any shed, or other such structure.
Don’t alter or permit anyone to alter the water supply system on the allotment provided by 		
the Council.
Please always be present when applying water to a plot, whether through a non-automatic 		
means such as a watering can or hosepipe.
The use of sprinklers is not permitted.

We have old wheeled bins which can be repurposed as water butts – please email us at
allotments@worcester.gov.uk if you would like one.
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Celebrate the Platinum Jubilee in style!
£100 grants are on offer, if you’re organising a Jubilee party.
The deadline to apply is 5pm on 19 April.
To find out more and to apply, go to

www.worcester.gov.uk/small-community-grants.

Security tips for allotment holders:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Try and make your sheds and plots less appealing
Replace or repair sheds that can be easily broken into. Keep sheds locked with high quality 		
locks in more than one place
If possible, take valuable tools/equipment home if not required on a regular basis
Conceal items within sheds in cupboards, chain items together - especially trolleys or 			
wheelbarrows that could be used to remove smaller items back to a vehicle
Don’t leave items of value outdoors – lock them up securely
Please be extra vigilant when entering and leaving the site, ensuring all gates are locked 		
when entering and leaving the site.

Spirit of Creativity
A recent school visit took place to
one of our allotment sites – children
loved discovering this sculpture.
They wanted to name the horse and following
a call for suggestions, the winning name is
‘Spirit.’
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How to give
biodiversity a boost
Over the past
20 years...

28%

of plants

56%

of birds

76%

of butterflies
Song Thrush

in Britain have
declined in
numbers.
Tree Sparrow

Bullfinch

Some of the threatened
species are garden visitors –
for example song thrushes,
bullfinches, tree sparrows
and some types of bumble
bees and butterflies.

Allotments are important habitats for wildlife as they provide food, shelter and breeding sites.
By gardening in harmony with nature , people benefit as much as the other species belonging
to the planet.
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Top tips for Worcester
allotment holders
•

Add compost: In spring, earthworm activity is increased when organic matter such as 		
composted vegetation or farmyard manure is worked into the soil. It helps to retain moisture
near to the roots of summer crops.

•

Rotate vegetable crops: This basic practice helps to maintain the nutrient balance across 		
the whole area of the garden.

•

Grow a range of fruit, vegetables and herbs: the early flowers of gooseberries and 		
currants offer nectar to emerging bees and other insects.
Later in the season the flowers of vegetables and herbs will provide that nectar. Different
flowers attract different insects.

•

Companion plant: Certain plants grown together help to reduce attack by pests and 			
disease. For example onions or leeks grown with carrots help to deter the carrot fly. French 		
marigolds grown with tomatoes make whitefly infestation less likely. Pollination can also be 		
improved by planting flowering herbs among the vegetables.

•

Seek alternatives to pesticides: Chemical pesticides may often kill beneficial organisms 		
which help to keep pests under control. Investigate the alternatives:
•

Can the problem be solved by changing environmental conditions, for example
cleaning up or preventing damp?

•

Is there a way to deal with the pest without using a pesticide, for example using a
hoe or hand fork, cultivation or catch and trap?

•

Provide water: A regular supply of water in a shallow dish which has a few pebbles at the 		
bottom to give varied depths will attract a variety of creatures. Ponds are a feature in many 		
allotment gardens.

•

In the autumn provide food and shelter for wildlife: A pile of fallen leaves and other 		
vegetation gives shelter to frogs, toads, hedgehogs and field-mice.

Remember – however you garden your plot, it is a habitat for wildlife and you
don’t need to have a wilderness to attract it!
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Wildlife
Thank you to all the
volunteers that took the
time to take part in The Big
Garden Bird Survey at the
end of January.
The event took place across
several of the allotment sites and
volunteers very kindly provided
their findings to us.
There were at least 40 Volunteers and the findings were:
The most seen bird was
the House Sparrow
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Wren
Raven
Chiff Chaff
Common Gull
Reed Bunting
Jay
Buzzard

Starling
Wood Pigeon
other bird
Song Thrush
Feral Pigeon
Carrion Crow

House Sparrow
Long-tailed Tit
Magpie
Robin

Dunnock
Goldfinch
Great Tit
Greenfinch

0

Blackbird
Blue Tit
Chaffinch
Coal Tit
Collared Dove
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Tree advice?

Have you any issues with trees on an allotment site?
Please report them online at

Report issues - Worcester City Council

Any proposed works need to be confirmed in advance by the City Council’s tree officer.
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Protected species on our allotments
Stag Beetle larvae has
been spotted on Northwick
Road Allotments. They are
a protected species in the
UK under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act, 1981.
For more information, go
to Stag beetle | The Wildlife
Trusts

There have been sightings of
Great Crested Newts, which
are also protected. If you spot
any, please leave them where
they are and let us know. They
have distinct warty skin, that is
dark brown or black in colour.
The underside is bright orange
with irregular black blotches.
In the spring, males develop a
jagged crest along their back
and a white 'flash' along the
tail. Females lack the crest of
the male.

If you come across a protected species on site or while digging, please be careful and if in
doubt, please get in touch by email: allotments@worcester.gov.uk
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Bonfires
Bonfires are not permitted at Old Northwick Lane Allotments.

Bonfire Guidelines
Tenants are permitted to burn organic material that has originated on the
allotment, supervised and in a controlled manner within a garden waste
incinerator bin.
Have regard to the effect of the smoke on other Tenants and occupiers of neighbouring premises.
Tenants must not allow any fires to burn in such a way as would cause a smoke nuisance.
It is strictly prohibited to burn any of the following materials on the allotment plot:
• Rubber/plastics/foam/paint
• Treated or tanalised timber (i.e., fence panels, railway sleepers etc)
• Any material originating from outside of the allotment site/plot (i.e., pallets, chairs, sheds etc.)
• Any material producing black smoke
• Any other hazardous material that could cause environmental damage
Tenants must not use any liquid, gas or highly flammable material, for example petrol,
to assist burning. Never use oil, or methylated spirits to light a fire - you could damage
yourself as well as the environment.

Where requested by a Council Officer, the Tenant
must extinguish any fires immediately.
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Tenants must...

What’s wrong with Bonfires?

•

Limit the number of bonfires on any 		
allotment site to a reasonable level. Any
bonfire needs to be agreed with the site
representative, ensuring all guidelines
are followed, especially smoke, wind 		
direction onto residential areas and 		
bonfires should not be left unattended.

Air Pollution - Burning garden waste
produces smoke – especially if that waste
is green or damp. This will emit harmful
pollutants including particles and dioxins.
Burning plastic, rubber or painted materials
creates noxious fumes that give off a range of
poisonous compounds.

•

Consider other tenants on site and let
them know when you intend to light the
fire.

•

If complaints arise from local residents
about a bonfire causing problems for 		
them, especially in relation to COVID 		
effects, then we will look at re-imposing
the ban on a site-by-site basis in 		
consultation with the site representative.

Health Effects - Air pollution can have
damaging health effects, and people with
existing health problems are especially
vulnerable, e.g., asthmatics, bronchitis
sufferers, people with heart conditions,
children and the elderly.

•

Only have a bonfire if essential and any
excess green waste should be 		
composted on site or at home or taken
to the local tip before resorting to a 		
bonfire making sure the material is dry

•

Smoke hangs in the air on damp days and
in the evening; avoid lighting a fire under
such conditions.

•

Avoid burning on windy days as the 		
prevailing wind direction may blow 		
smoke or sparks directly into 			
neighbouring properties.

•

Keep your fire away from trees, fences
and buildings

•

Never leave a fire unattended or leave
it to smoulder—make sure you put it out
before leaving

•

Avoid burning when air pollution levels
in your area are high or very high. You can
check air quality on 0800 556677 or at
http://uk-air.defra.gov.uk

Annoyance - Smoke, smuts and smell
from bonfires have long been a source of a
significant number of complaints to local
authorities every year.
Smoke prevents neighbours from enjoying
their gardens, opening windows or hanging
washing out, and reduces visibility in the
neighbourhood and on roads. Allotments near
homes can cause problems if plot holders
persistently burn green waste, and leave fires
smouldering.
Safety - Fire can spread to fences or buildings
and scorch trees and plants. Exploding bottles
and cans are a hazard when rubbish is burned.
Piles of garden waste are often used as a
refuge by animals, so look out for hibernating
wildlife and sleeping pets
Source - 7378 EPUK Bonfires (environmentalprotection.org.uk)
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